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In Lucerne, Zug, and Schaffhausen, decrees which
grant money over a certain sum are also subject to
the optional referendum.1 In the canton of Vaud
" any law or decree passed by the Great Council/*
in Geneva "laws and decrees which are not of an
exceptionally urgent character/' are within the sphere
of the referendum. The cantonal law of Geneva ex-
pressly excludes " the annual law for expenditure and
revenue as a whole," but special provisions of this law
can always be submitted to the referendum if (i) they
impose a new tax, or increase a tax already existing;
or (2) if they propose an issue of stock, or a loan in
some other form.2

3. Treaties in the cantons of Lucerne, Zug, and
Schaffhausen. By the Federal Constitution the
cantons have the right of making treaties with one
another about subjects for legislation, or on adminis-
trative and judicial matters (Art. 7). In some ex-
ceptional cases they have the right of concluding
treaties with foreign states in matters which concern
the public economy and questions of local relations
. and police (Art. 9). Treaties which come under either
of these two heads are submitted to the optional
referendum in the three cantons quoted above.3

1  The sums are 200,000 francs in Lucerne, 40,000 francs in 2Jug,
and 150,000 francs in Schaffhausen.

2 {In practice the budget is never submitted in any state.]

3 [In Schwyz also they are subject to the optional referendum, but
now in Schaffhausen to the compulsory referendum.

The treaties between the cantons can always be submitted to the
Federal Council, should that body desire it or another canton
raise a protest; and if they contain anything contrary to the
articles of the Confederation, or if they injure the rights of the
other cantons in any way, they are annulled by the Council.

Treaties with foreign countries on subordinate questions men-
tioned above are also submitted to the Council, and are annulled